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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - | 
moved me to ſay a word of all att 
c 


IT have ſaid. of your deceaſed Wife, 
which I had not verily believed to 
be true: And it was Gods Gracel' 
in her, which much more command-\ 1 
ed it, than all my Debt to you an 
JOUY'S, | k 
[ 
She was ſo Exemplary, as that T « 
think it my Duty, for the good of! 
others, to make thu Publication of: 
her Charafter , and of this Ser-, ? 
7m01. 1 
£ 
: 


But one great DefefF 4 here to 
be notified to the Reader That almoſt * 
all her ſecret way of Duty, and *? 
particular Converſe, u omitted, which Y 

ou that were ſtill with her, could < 
have deſcribed; For I thought meet: 
to«ſay no more, than 1 either knet 

my ſelf, or was obvious and known) * 

T0 Many. | j 

By 

7 


The words which T heard a 
d eſter. 


. 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. _ 
14 yeſterday from the mouth of your 
Bro:ler in diſcourſe, were ſuch as T 
ol doubt can be ſaid of few, that tn ſo 
ef 1219 Tears , from the hour of her 
7.| Marriage, to her Death,the was never 
4 known to do one diſobliging aCtion, 
| or ſpeak one diſobliging word, of or 
to any one of her Husbands Kinred 
7. or Relations. 
of | 
if! Had it ſeemed meet io you, or to 
=. your worthy and ingenious Son, and 
| your prous Daughter (the true image 
off her Mother) to have been the 
'g) Deſcriber of the Jout and Life, of 
fg thu Exemplary Saint, how much 
oj more fully could you have done it, 
pl thaw T, that was ſo much leſs ac- 
1d quainted with her. 
« She & gone home, and you and 1 
,) are at the door; The Lord give us 
| ſo to live by Faith. .on-the Promiſe 
| and Love of God, and the things 
, rnſeen , thut thence we may daily 
| A} fetch 
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The Ae Dedicatory,; 
Pablifiing Conn Se tions, ard not from 


a tran firory deceitful world ; and 
following Chrift and his Saints: un- 


the incorrupt:bl; Crown: and be | 
found at his ( Call anong tboſe that 
Lyve bis x hr ng, and ce for ever 
with the Lord, Amcn, Amen. 
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A True Believers Choice 


and Pleaſure, SC. 


PSAL. 149, 188. 


Thy Teſtimonies have I-taken for an 


perttage for ever ; for gbey arethe 
rejoycing of my heart. 


and that in an heritage, and an heyi- 

tage for ever, may feem unſuitable 

toa mournful Funeral: Burt it was choſen 

by our deceaſed friend, and not without 
juſtifable reaſon, That which was a day of 

Sorrow to us, Was a day-of Reſt and Joy . 

to her; and it was meet that ſhe ſhould 

foreſee that Joy, and rafting it in the firſt 

A 4 fruits» 


\ Text that ſpeaketh of Rejoycing, 
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[2] 


| fruits; ſhould commend that to us which 


ſhe had found ſo [3 veer,and would bring us 
ro the felicity which ſhe hath now obtain- 
ed.[[the damned ſeriualiit, Exz. 16, would 
have had one fent from another world, in 
hope to ſave his unbelieving Zrethren, no 
wonder if a holy perſon ' were deſirous 
thar others ſhould partake of. her pleaſure 
and inheritance : 
found the Siege of Samaria raiſed, would 
not feaſt and rejoyce alone. She choſe 
this, no doubr, as thar which was moſt 
lively i Imp! rinted on her own heart, witha 
juſt defire chat ir might be imprinted alſo 
on the hearts of others ; that ſo We may 
not only rejoyce with her that now re- 
joyceth in Tie heavenly poſſeſſion, bur, 
as Paul ſaith, Gal, 6.4. Every man may 
prove his own works , and ſo may have te- 
Joycing in himſelf alone, and not (only) in 
apother, Let us therefore by God's afli- 
ſiſtance ſo improve theſe words,. as may 
conduce to this deſired end. 

By God's [7 Teſtimonies] here is meant 
that ſupernaturally revealed Law and 
Promiſe, which was poſſeſſed by the 
Church of the_ Jews, as God's peculiar 
people, ſuppoſing the Law of Nature, 
and the common mercies which God had 
given 


and like tne Lepers that : 
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given to all the reſt of faln mankind- 
Both the Precepts and Promiſes are here 
included ; the Types and their ſignifica- 
tion of the thing typified. 

[[ have taken them] ſignifieth, I have 
believed them, implying that God reveal- 
ed them ; and [ have Accepted them, im- 
plying, that God had Offered them.; and 
1 have choſen them, implying the pre- 


; ferring them before all I 
] 


and I have truſted them, as ſignifying 

their ſpecial uſe , for the guiding, ſt-- 

bliſnipr, quieting, and ſaving of the. ſoul. 
[ For at; hcrit age ] ſignitieth 

1, As that which I truſt to as my /e* 
curity tor an heavenly Inheritance, 

2, And as that which now is my beſt 


| portion while + am in the way, (including 


the things connoted:) 

3. And as that which I prefer before 
all wealth and worldly heritage. Alex- 
ander and Ceſar had larger Dominions 
than David; but neither of them was 
King of God's pecovliar people, thar had 
puticfiion of his Oracles, nor had the 
promiſes wh'th he had, that Chriſt 
inou!d be bis Son ard Succeſſor on his 
Throne. 

Tlie wotd C for evir } relateth-both to 
AF the 


C4 
the Inheritance as ever/aſting, and alſo to 
David's choice, as immutably hereupon 
determined, : 

They are ſaid to be the Rejoycing of 
the heart aptitudinally in themſelves, 
which cauſed him to chooſe them, and 
#ftnally, becauſe he had choſen, believed, 
loved, and obeyed them, 

SO that this is the ſum of the ſenſe 
[worldly men make choice of a worldly 
Tuheritance, and hopes, and on this they 
truſt ; and in this they ſeek their chiefeſt 
pleaſure : Brit 1, though bliſed largely 
with thy bounty, have ſuffered many affit- 
FHions in the world: But thy Word hath 
been my Gritde, and thy Promiſes ſtill fuls 
filled to me ; and experience hath confirm- 
ed my Faith and Reſolution, 10 lay all my 
Hope upon thy Word or Covenant, both far 
this life, and that ta come , and from it 1 
ſeek and fetch my comſort : It hath been my 
Joy in all my ſorrows, and in it to the laſt 
will 7 rejoyce] This is the ſenſe of the 
Text,from which we are all taught. 


Doct , That God's Covcnant or TeSti- 
monies ac ths true Lelievirs Heri- 
tage for ever, and as ſicn are truſt- 
ed and choſen ty him ; and therefore 

among 
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among all t he allurements and the 
croſſes of this world, are the ſapport 
and rejo)cing of his heart. 


In the handling this I ſhall ſhew you 
I. What it is is God's Teſtimonies which 
make them fit to be our Heritage, and our 


Joy ? 
[1, How they are called an Heritage 


for ever ? 


[II. How they are fo taken by Believers? 
IV. How far they are their Joy ? 


I. In God's Covenant -or Teſtimonies 
there is 1. The Author, 2. The Medize- 
tor. 3. The applying Agent. 4. The af- 
certaining Revelation, 5. The Donative 
or Benefit given. 6. Tf e Gviding Doctrine 
and Law. 7. And the Perſons or Subjects 
connoted - to whom all this is ſuited, to 
be an Heritage for ever, and the rejoy- 
cing of their hearts. 

I. The Author is God, the Lord of us 
and all; in whoſe hard and will is our Soul 
and Body, our Lite aud Death, our Health 
and Sickne{:, our Toy 2nd Sorrow, whoſe 
loving-kindneſs is life, #nd hetrer than 
life, 2/al, 63, 3. who, if he vill can make 
us 
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[63 
-us whole and happy, and who hath told 
us What he-will'do by his Covenant: He 


 Wanteth not Love, for-he--is- Love it ſelf ;, 
Ellential, Infinice Self- ove, communicating + 


to- his creaturcs ſuch Love-as his Wil- 
dom ſeeth meet for them . to receive. 


The Love. that gave us the Mediator-- 


and the Covenant, will certainly perform 
It: It was of mercy that he promiſed: It 
Is now of mercy and juſtice that he per- 
form..it, He wanteth not Wiſdom to 
Rule the world by Truth and Goodneſs, 
and needeth not deceir and falſpood here- 
#nto , nor to flatter fuch worms as we 
Into obedience, Nor doth he that main- 
taineth Heaven and Earth, want power to 
make good all his Word ; nor is there 
any adverſe power to make it difficult, 
and hazard the ſucceſs. Indeed, he that 
ſeriouſly conſidereth the Divine Perfe- 
£tion, will. think it were more ſtrange 
and incredible, that God ſhould not bleſs 
and glorifie the faithful, according to his 
Word. If it be credible that -the Sun 
ſends forth its illuminating and enlivening 


beams ſo far 2nd wide, to ſo many mil- 


lions of various creatures ( though -it 
ſcorch the unſuitable obje&ts that are too 
Beer;) it is creedible”. that Cod who % 
Inft- 
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[7] | 
Infinite Goodneſs, ſhould bleſs the: capable 
with heavenly Glory! And did we not 
ſee that fin maketh many uncapable, it 
would be harder to reaſon to believe 
that all ſhall not be bleſſed by ſuch a 


God, than that all the faithful ſhall be 


bleſſed, And we find, that though both 
be hard to unbelievers, they are of the 
two more hardly brought to believe 
the Threatnings, than the Promiſes of 
God. What wonder is it that Infinite 
Power, Wiſdom and Love, ſhould make 
ſome of his creatures bleſled by com- 
munication? and an in fpecial when he 
hath made him capable of it ? 

And what greater ſatisfaction and ſe- 
curity can a fearful, troubled, dying man 
have, than the Infallible word of the 
moſt glorious God. Sure. he that firmly 
believerth it to be his Word, can hardly 
chooſe but believe thac ys true, and 
meet for our moſt quieting truſt, 

2. The Angel and Meojes were the 
Mediators of the TJewiſhLaw: But the 
Erernal Word incarnate.is the Mediator 
of the New Covenant; promiſed only be- 
fore (to Abraham, David, &c. yea to 
Adam) but fent when made man in the 
fulneſs of ume, Gal. 4. 4, Ard- it muſt 
L needs 


[8]. 


needs be a ſure and excellent Coyenant 


which is made and confirmed by ſuch a | 


Mediator, named in the Prophecy, 1/a. 
9. 6. Wonderful, Connſellor, The Mighty 
Goa, the everlaſling Father, the Prince of 


Peace, of the increaſe of whoſe Government © 


and Peace there is no end, He is the Heir 
of all things by whom the worlds were made; 
the Brighenels of God's Glory ; the expreſs 
' Image of his Perſon; and upholding all 
things by the word of his power; mad: bet- 
ter than Angels; having by Tnieritaice 
obtained a more excellent name ; whom all 
the Angels of God do worſhip; and for 
whom they diſdain not to miniiter to the 
Faithful, Ir js a fure- and comfortable 
Doctrine which muſt have ſuch a 
Preacher ſent from Heaven. and a cer- 
tain Covenant which hath ſuch a wonder- 
ful Mediator. 
3. But Mis not like the powerleſs 
word of man, but the Holy Spirit of 
the Father and the Son undertaketh to 
accompany it, and as the Arm of God 
to ſet it home, and make it effectual ro 
to its proper ends: We have nor only 
heard this word, but felt :t : As we hear 
and feel the powerful winds, - though we 
ſee them nor, aud perceive nor whence 


they. 
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they come, or whither they go: All 


! have fer this who are born of the Spzr:r, 
| 7eh, 3. 8, God ſpake not like man when 
| he ſaid, Ler there bs Light, Gen. 1, And 


he teacheth not like man, when his Spi- 
rit by his Word doth quicken, illuminate 
and regenerate ſouls. It.Is a ſure Cove- 
nant that hath ſuch an ward Aeadtiator, 


{ ſuch an Agent, and Advocate, and Witneſs 


of Chriſt , ſpeaking operatively from 
God to man, and ſpeaking prevallingly in 
man to God. 

4, And the ſure manner of Revela- 
tion doth make ir fit to be our Trx/t and 
709, As it beareth on it ſelf the Image 
or Impreſs of God's Power, Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs; fo by powerful Miracles, and 
manifold Wiſdome, and unmealurable 
Goodnels it hath been delivered, ſealed, 
defended and propagated : And. by a com- 
municated ſpirit of Life; Light and Love 
in all ſound Believers, confirmed to this 
day. 

jt And what is it that with ſuch glory 
and certainty 1s delivered to us trom Hea- 
ven? It isa Deed of Gift (thus ſealed 
by Chriſt's Blood and Spirit ) of Grace 
and Glory ; of Chriſt to be our Head, and 
Lord, and Husband, and Life, in and 
with 


[10] 
with bim, fobn 510,12, of the free pars 
don of all our fins how many and great 
ſoever,and of reconciliation with God,and 
of juſtification by the blood and. righte- 
ouſneſs of our Redeemer,and of the con- 
tinued teaching , preſerving, ſanctifying, 
ſtrengthening, comforting aid of the Holy 
Spirir; of adoption-and "title to the hea- 
yenly inheritance ; thar being ſons, and 
having the Spirit of the Son, by it we ſhall 
be (ealed up-to Olory, and be made the 
habiration and temples of God: In a 
word, it is a promiſe of this life, ſo far as 
that all things ſhall nork together for our 
good, Rom, 8,28. and of the Life which 5 
go-come, Where we ſhall live in glory with 


| _ Chriſt for ever. This is the ſare and bleſ- 


ſed Covenant of God, 

6. And what 1s the Dofr:ine and Laws 
of God, are they not allo ſuired to our 
Truſt and oy ? Is it not a delightful rhing 
to read that which no meer man could tell 
us? How God made man and all the 
world,and what Laws he gave him ? How 
ſin came into the world, and death by fin? 
How God hath governed che world from 
the beginning, and how he hath redcered 
us? What Chriſt is, and what ho harh 
done,. and what he will do? And what 
277 418 
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[11] 
2141 is, and what he ſhould be,and what he 
; ſpall be, and do, and have for ever. 

And what is there in Gods Laws.,. but 
that which  onr ſafety, and ſoould he our 
joy ? If good Laws be the ſafety and ho- 
nour of Kingdoms, are not Gods Laws fo 
to all the world 2 What an ugly Dungeon 
were the world without them ? And what 


* a worſe than bruitiſh thing, were man? O 


| ar happy were Man, were Famiſfes,were 
Cities, were Kingdoms, if all had made 
Gods Laws their Rule, and all mens Laws 
and Lives had been ruled by them? Then 
there would have been none but wiſe, 7ſ# 
and holy Rzlers, that would have governed 
for God, and for the common good, and 
Princes would have been indeed the Fa- 
thers of their Conntries,and Maſters of their 
Families abhorring all contradicting ſelfiſh 
Intereſts, and. all Injuſtice, Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion, Then Subjets would have 
with reverence,. readineſs and fidelity, 
obeyed God , in obeying ang honouring 
their Parents, Princes ard Maſters. 'Then 
all men would love their Neighbors as 
themſclves, and do as they would be done 


by; Love and Juſtice would reign among 


all, and Injury , *Partiatity and Seltiſkneſs 
would be abhorred. And which' of us 


Cannot . * 


[12] | 
cannot ſay, Had I been ruled by Gods 
Laws , I had eſcaped all the guilt , the | 
ſhame, the corre&ions, the terrors that I 
have befallen me : It is our fin againſt thar | 
ſacred Rule, which is the cauſe of all our 
ſorrows; elle what peace might we have | 
had in cur Conſciences, in our Bodies, in | 
our Houſes, in our Cities and Countrey, as 
having peace with God. Gods itricteſt # 
Laws, ge but his ſtrict forbidding us to 
deſtroy or hurt our ſelves and others , as 
you forbid fire and water, and kn:yes and 
gunpowder, ſurfetting and poyſon to your 
children, for their preſeryation. 

O how glad would eyery true Chriſtian 
be, if Gods Laws were fullier written on 
his heart, and he could but be and do all 
that God therein commandeth, For want 
of this perfett Conformity it 1s, that he cry- 
eth out with Pax, Rom. 7, To will 15 pre- 
feut with me, but to do TI find not--O wretch- 
ea man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from this body of death ! 

How joyful ſhould we be if we could | 
bub traſt God, and love him, and obey him, | 
and be free from fin, as much as the Law 
of God commandeth us? We teſtifie there- 
fore that the Law is holy, and juſt, and 
good, while we repent that we break Kang 
Wl 
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wiſh that we could better keep ir: For 
this would keep our Souls from guilt and 


| ' ſhame, and terrors, and our bodies from 
{ much calamity and pain ; all Gods ways 
are pleafantneſs, and all his paths are peace, 


Great peace have they that love his Law, 
and nothing fhall offend them ; let Papiſts 
hide it, and accuſe it, and let the ignorant 
and malignant ſcorn it, yet will Believers 
Judge it fit for their confidence and de- 
light, 

4 the rather, becauſe that all this. is 
admirably ſuited to our necelitty. We are 
undone ſinners ! and had periſhed for ever, 
without a Sayiour, and a pardoning Co- 
venant, . We are dark and fooliſh , and 
ſhould have erred to damnation, without 
this ſure and heavenly Guide : Weare be- 
{ext with Temptations, and how ſhould we 
overcome them, without Gods promiſe 
of better things than this world can give 
us ;z we are under manifuld pains and fore 
rows, and muſt ſhortly dye : And how 
ſhould we undergo all this in peace, if we 
had not hopes of fgure happineſs, and of 
that which will colnpenſate all our loſles: 
we have a life of ſervice to God which 
muſt be faichfully and chearfully dane ; 
and. how ſhould we ſo do it, without 
good 


[ 14] 
good perſuaſion of this reward ? Ze that 
cometh to God, mnſt believe that God is,and 
that he is the rewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſeek him. 

O then what a joyful word ſhould 
that be to us,which is ſent from God him- 
ſelf thus to guide, to ſecure, to ſtrengthen 
and comfort us, by the promiſe of all that 
we need, and can well defire,ſfealed by the 
Blood, Miracles, and Spirit of Chriſt ; and 
bearing the impreſs of God the Author, 
arid that to ſuch miſerable ſinners as- we 
are. 


TI, But how are Gods Teſtimonies our 
Heritage for ever ? when in Heaven we 
ſhall have no need of Scriptures. 


 Anſ. 1. [ For ever ] ſometime ſignifi- 
Eth, tothe end of my life ] as David faith, 
Flal. 23: 1 ſhall awell in the houſe of the 
Lord for ever ; and ſo oft, And ſo Gods 
Teſtimonies were taken for his heritage, or 
chiefeſt portion, and rejoycing conſtantly, 
and to his lives end, {ſecuring him of an 
eyerlaſfing heritage. 


2. And the heritage promiſcd by them, 
and connoted, is everlafting ; and the —w 
ncis 
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[15 ] 
neſs imprinted by them on his Soul, w:4l ' 
be-perpetuated, and perfected in Heaven, 


III. What is it for Believers to take 
Gods Teſtimonies for their heritage ? 


Anſ. It is ſuppoſed that the flattering 
world, and the pleaſures of the fleſh, do 
ſtand here in competition,and are by many 
taken for their beſt, and this becauſe they 
either think not of, or beligue not the bet- 
ter things of a life to come, and the com- 
forts of a holy proſpect 2rd preparation, 
In this caſe every true Believer, ſeriouſly 
weighing all, ard what can be ſaid on both 
ſides, what the ivorl.! and Aeth will be and 
do for him, and what God and grace, and 
glory will be and do, doth USE diſcern 
and reſolve, 

1. That the world is vani ity, and ſin 
abominable, 

2, That God is all-iuficient, infinitely 
go00d, and io bc truited,and his word moft 
wiſe and juft, and true : And therefore 
though his belict huve its mperfections 
and aflaulcs, yet he fo fac bri-everh Gods 
promiſes to ke {urc, and his precents to be 
good and neceilury, a: 47 he w(olverh 
here to place his hope ata rrult for his: 
| Wavle 


C16) 
whole felicity in this life and hereafter, 
and to give up himſelf to the ſtudy, love 
and obedience of Gods Laws,as the gaide 
and ſecurity, and comfort of his Soul , re- 
nouncing all the flatteries of the fleſh and 
world which ſtand againſt it, and are pre- 
ferred by ſenſual Unbelievers. 


In few words, this was Davzas faith and | 


choice, and this is the faith and choice of 


all true Believers, by which we may diſ- 


cern whether we are ſuch; though all have 
not the ſame degeee of truſt and fixed reſo- 
lution, yet all haye this much in fin- 
cerity. 


IV Queſt. But cat all ſay, They are the 
Rejoycing of my heart ? 


Anſ. All of them can ſay, 


I. We ſee that there is in the Word 
and Covenant of God in Chriſt, unſpeak- 
ably more. matter fit to be onr joy, than in 
all the pleaſures, and wealth, and honours 
of this world. 

2, And therefore we prefer it before 
them all, in our deſire and our fixed 
Choice, 


2, And 


| [17 ] 
3. And we find ſo much goodneſs ata ſr- 
| Erableneſs to us in this ſacred Word, as that 
we love it as our food and our ſecurity, 
though not with the appetite and love 
- I which we deſire. 
4. And though, we have not that Joy in 
" {this our love to it, and in the hopes of 
Ipromiſed glory, which a /fronger faith and 
: ove would cauſe, yet we find that it is our 
Feſt, and weperceive more good in it than 
Jin ſinful pleaſures; and the true and chief 
[oppore of our Souls in all our fears and 
troubles, and in our proſpect of another 
- life is from the love and word of God 
through Chriſt, it's 
And though our pleaſure in it be not 
ſenſual and luſcious, it is much mor*s ſolid 
1 and ſatisfying to our Souls, than we find in 
zany other thing. 
| And the ſweetneſs which we taſte 
{1n 1t, 1s greater at ſome times than at 
{ other, 
And the comfort which we have in 
our bodily health and welfare, is much 
as It ſignifieth to us the love of God 
performing *ro us his promiſes, and he Ip- 
Ing us to ſerve him with joy and glad* cſs, 
in,order to everlaſting joy. 


| C13] 
. - This is\ the ordinary caſe of true Be- 
- "Tievers; though extraordinarily; 1, Some 
tempted, troubled, melanchoſy Chriſtians 
overwhelmed with grief and fears, do Þ 
not perceive 'this much in themſelves. Þ 
2. And the healthfuller ſtronger ſort of 
Chriſtians have yeta more ſweet and con- & 
Rant pleaſure, in the teſtimonies and waies 
of God. | 

_ Having ſaid this much for Explication, | 
a little more may ſuffice to ſhew you why | 
and whence it is that Believers receive the # 
Teſtimonies of God with this fixed Choice, Þ 
and Truft, and Pleaſare. 

I, It is from honeſt Sclf-Love and [n- | 
tereſt : They certainly find that it is 
their beſt; that it is true-and good,and that 
there is nothing elſe to be found in this 
world, that will ſerve inſtead of it, ro be a 
quieting ſecurity, guide and comfort” to F” 
the ſoul. They perceive what they need ; 
and that nothing elſe can ſupply thoſe 
needs: This muſt be their Hope,or they 
muſt deſpair, 

2. It is from Holy Saitableneſs and Love 
to God, and the Goodneſs which they re- 
liſh in his Word, As God giveth every 
living creatute an Apperite ſuitable ro his 
food, and benefits, to doth he to the 

New 
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ew Creature, Holineſs is moſtly the * 

ouls Appetite to God , | and Spiritual b- 
ood. , The word which ' promiſeth and 
o Euideth us to the incorruptible Crown of 
s. Þlory, is an incorruptible ſeed, 1 Pet. 1.3, 
f By, 5,6. and it is our milk or food, 1 Per. 
- Þ. 2. and by it we are made partakers of 
s The divine nature, 2 Pet. 1, 4. anditis the 
igrafted or innaturalized word which is able 
1, Fo ſave onr ſouls, Jam. 1.21, And as the 
y Iyhole ſtock is marvellouſly turned to ſerve 
e Þ little graft, which is planted into it, and 
- &s If jr had loſt its former kind, doth 
pring forth only the fruit of the grafr, ſo 
gs Gods Word implanted-in- us -to the 
hange of our »atare, and our fraits. And 
t is no ſound Appetite which hath no 
leaſure. No wonder if a ſtrong belief 
0 cauſe us to rejozce with joy unſpeakable, 
nd full of glory, that we may receive the 
nd of our faith, our ſalvation, 1 Pet. I; 6, 


, 8. | 
All Gods Commands and Promiſe- have. 
the divine impreſſion of them on 
ur fouls, left ſomewhat there which is 
ike them, and connatural ; even a hol 
ight to underſtand their truth and good- 
(s,and a holy love to rhem,and the rhings 
evealed, oO aefire tizenz, and take pleaſure 
. T--: in 


b in them;'and a holy livelineſs to purſue 


þ - 10 bis TYY 
. - 1» W ” " 
4 BY « 4 "4 < pe # & 
” 2 - a - £ 6 bg 
4. Sx 


[20 }. 
the good-defired. - And this is the-writing 
of the” Law and Goſpel- on” our hearts :| 
And in this fenſe it may be faid! that God, 
that Chrift, that the Holy Ghoſt is in -our 
fouls, and dwel'eth in us, even as an effi- 
cient principle, and a beloved object, and 
defred end; - And If this. be all that they 
intend, thoſe called 2aakers have no rea-F 
ſon to accuſe us, for not preaching a God, 
and a Chriſt within us. And if this be it 
that is meant by thoſe who tell the world, 
thar by ſaying that che Holy Ghoſt is in, 
we are more arrogant than the Pope, that? 
claimeth a viſibſe Monarchy ; we glory inj 
this joyful priviledge, this earneſt, feal and 
firſt-fruits of heavenly glory, and humbly 
thank him who hath vouchſafed it, and aſ- 
ſured-us of it in his word, Rem. 8.9, 17. 
2 Cor,6;: x6, Epheſ. 3.17. 1 fohn 4, 13. 
3 Cor. 3. 16. .2 T1, 1,14. 1 fohn 3,24. 
&@ 4.12,15, 16, And if che Scorners have}; 
any belief of the Scriptures,let them read 
and tremble, Row. 8.9, If any man havel | 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, the ſame «x none off 
hs. 


- TI I. I have given you the ſenſe and the 
reaſon of this doftrine: we come hither 
to 


_— 


[ 21.7] | 
vel to learn what uſe to make of it. AndT 
ng | think if I preach alfo on the Copy or 1m- 
y : | preſs of this Text, whoſe Reliques we have 


- 


PS Wa - 


laid -in the duſt, and tell us what »ſe ſhe 
made of ſuch Dotrine, It will be a -conſide- 
rable help to our own Application, 


I have never loved or uſed to adorn 
Sepulchers, or hang out ſpecious Signs at 
the doors of Pride, Ambition, Tyranny, or 
worldlineſs, to entice others to imitate 
| proſperous ſinners in their ſin : were | to 
by prone at the Funerals of an 4/-xander,or 
a Ceſar, I had rather fay that which may 
| fave the living from following them: in 
al Pride anq Bloodſhed,than to tempt men to 
wr _ fin and miſery. 

praife damned -men, becauſe they 

bad the Llenfaves of fin for a feaſon,; isto he 
more fooliſh and uncharitable , than the 
rormented Gentleman , Enbe 16. who 

e; Would have had one fent from the dead to 
warn his Brethren, leſt they inould toHlow 

24 him to thar place of torment ,by preferring 
fleſhly pleaſure and proſperity, before the 
life and hope of Saints. Our praiſes caſe 
nor tormenred fouls. Iris a mark of the 
Citizens of the huly C ty, T.2at a vile per= 
oo 1s Coremmed i therr eyes ; bur withall, 


) SY That. 
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That they hc thoſe that fear the Lord: 
Jor God-doth honour them. 
My duty therefore to God,and my Jove b 

to holineſs,.and holy perſons, and to you 
In ſpecial that are her Children,and other | # 
Relations, commandeth me to tell you, | 
(though ſome of you know it better than |" 
I ) That our deceaſed Friend,in the courſe f 
of her Pilgrimage,cid ſpeak of herſelf by Þ © 
her conſtant practice, what David profeſ- | C 
fed in this Text, Though I ſpeak but from 4 , 
a 
] 
I 
T 
| 
c 
| 
| 
| 


eighteen or nineteen years acquaintance |? 
with her my ſelf, I fave full evidence of | © 
it for the former part of her life. And my 
acquaintance . with her by Neighborhood, | 
and mutual eſteem, hath been ſuch as hath 
given me more advantage ro know her, 
than moſt have had : though I remember 
not ever to have ſpoken with one perſon 
that hath known her, that did not take ber 
jor an extraordinary and eminent example 

of the Piety and Virtues which I ſhall men- 
tion. 

; If the Hypocrites ſeek the praiſe of 
ſ.. men, verily they have their reward (a || 
| poor reward ) but fhe ſeeking firſt the | 
Kingdom of God, and the honour that is 
'of him , had this caſt in as overplus: I 
never heard that any perſon of any per- 
ſuaſion 


S ; © a 


ſuzfion did ſpeak evil of her, or queſtion 


her eminent fincerity and worch. 

Had ſhe-come ro this by /:ful compli- 
ance,She might have feared Chriſts words, 
Luke 6. 26, Wo to jou when all men ſpeak, 
well of .yox, Put as God hath not left bim- 
felf without witnets to the very Hea- 
thens, ſo he hath not lefr innocency, wil- 


| dom, love, peace and piety,without ſ;m2 
| witneſſes in the conſciences of the ungod- 
Fly ; few of them have the fezce to ſpeak 


againſt theſe in their proper names : And 


{ if he could not diſhonour them by our 
; mixed faults, and by the flanderous affixed 


names of Hereſte, Schiſm, Diſobedience; 
Hypocriſie, Phanaticiſm, Folly, and what 
elſe ignorance and malignity can deviſe; 
the Devil knew not how to diſhonour ho- 
lineſs and virtue, nor to encourage the 
blind world to ſo common a hatred and 
oppoſition of them, as they ſhew in all 
Nations of the earth. 

When She choſe this Text, it was from 
ſuch a ſutable ſpirit, as all men chooſe the 
food, the friends and company, the buſi- 
neſs and diſcourſe which by agreeableneſs 
they moſt delight in. - That She made 
Gods Word and Covenants { connoting 
Gods Love, Chriſt, Grace and Glory, the 

B 3 ſpring, 
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. fpring ,. matter and end ) her beſt, her 
heritage, her all contemning all that ſtood 
In competition , and that theſe were -the 
reJoycing of her heart, She ſhewed to us 
that knew Ker by theſe notable effects. 


I. By her” conſtant, ſerious, diligent uſe 
of the Word of God, by hearing,reading, 


conference and meditation. Her. food | 
was not more conſtantly uſed, norlI be- 3 
heve ſo ſweet to her, Her hearirg | in the © 


the publick Aflemblies, nothing but ne- 


cefſity could interrupt : " And her private | 
conſtancy her relations know. She pra= ; 


ctically told us that the bleſled mans de- 
Light is in the Law of the Lord, aud therein 
oth be meditate day and night Plal,1. 2, 


T1. She made ſo much, ( in eſteem, uſe 
and thankfulneſs ) of every hittle of the 
help She could ger ia theſe ſpiritual things, 
as ſhewed that they were- her heritage 
and joy. When ſome come home with 
acctſations of the Sermon, as dry, dull, of 
weak, She found in it ſomething for profit 
and- ſolace : I-am ſure my own conver(z- 
tion-and: duties have been truly guilty 
of the foreſaid faults, and yet how 
gladly would She come over the way 
ro 


[25]. 
ro us at prayer-time, How much did: 
She value- now, and then a” little '{ roo 
dull unprofitable y conference, and took 
it for aloſs that She could have no more. 
How glad was She of now ang then a too 


q dry and ſhort Leccer, and hgyy carefully 


would She keep chem. As>ig, with the 
Woman of Canaan, She had been begging 


| for. the crums. Alas our duller appe - 
7 tites ſeldome ſo deſire after, or delight 


in, much larger portions of -well dreſt 
food, but fulneſs hath loathing, and we 
call it dry manna, Which we are weary 
of; or every little fault in the drefſing 
turneth our ſtomach againſt it; full ſouls 
loaths the honey-comb, but tothe hungry 
every bitter thing is {ieer, 


ITI. She loved and received the 
Word of God from «ny faithful. Miniſter 
that brokght it; Its true that She z2ore 
jrequented and defired ſome than others : 
But her Religion wasnot fattion, or ſiding 
with this party or with that: She was 
far from a Shiſinatical mind or praCtice; 
When one party ſepatate from all thar 
Preach in the Pariſh Churches, and anos 
ther froth all: that Preach elſewhere, 
She ſeparated from-neither, 

B 4 IV, 
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I V-Accordingly She loved all perſons 
that feared God as ſuth': not confining her 
attections or kindneſs to thoſe of this or 
that controvertible opinion : But that can- 
dour and holy ſimplicity, and ſerious 
practical religion which She had her ſelf, 


was It that She loyed in all others whom- 
ſoever. 


V. And accordingly her conference was 
not about controverſizs, or matters of Ccon- 
tention, which too many ſpend their 
hours in theſe times, but that which ten- 
deth to edificarion, and to adminifter 
grace to the hearers : She was not fuch 
as Pant oft reproveth - for '/#riving abort 
words, and little things, that tend not to 
edifice but ſubyert, 


VIE. Much lefs was She tainted with 
any Hereſie, or dangerous Errour in 
Religion, nor ever drawn from the truth, 
and her ſpiritual ſtedfaſtneſs ; but cleaved 
to the form of wholſome words, and the 
ſimplicity that 1s in Chriſt, and ro them 
that held- the unity - of the ſpirit in the 
| bond of peace ; avoiding the - vain -jang- 
lings of men of Contention, Pride and 
Corrupt minds. 

VII, 


b 
Ft 
ki 
\ 
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VII. She was not of a cenſvorious 
backbiring temper, nor uſed as too many 


! faulty Chriſtians, to make it her diſcourſe, 


ro find fault with others, and make her 
ſelf che judge of Controverſies, Caſes, 
Attions and Perſons which She underſtood 
not :. but hadq learned thar !cſſon, + [ ſpe4% 
evil of no a2, ] and to know and be called 
to ir, before She judged. 


VIII. She was very deſirous of the 
good of all, and glad of any thing which 
tended to promote the converſion and 
ſaving of mens ſouls, 


I'X,. She was charitable and liberal 
allo to their bodies; in an unuſual degree :. 
as I am uble to ſay by particular expe- 
rience,in which I have known it exerciſed. 
ro the poor, 


X. Her humility, and detettation . of 
pride was manitelt, not only in her garb, 
and behaviour, but in her low thonzhrs 
of her felt, and the Jowlinets of all her 
Coiverfetion, epd great dillike of all thas 
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X I. She was not moroſe, nor arefuſer 
of conyerſe' or uſeful viſits, when reaſon 
required them : but She took it for a 
great afflittion to have much diverſion by 
eompany or by matters, from her conſtant 
courle of better work : And ( beſides her 
health) was therefore the more inclined” 
to be much in the Country, that her mind 
and. time might not be at the- mercy of 
ro0 much intruding diverſions, and unprc-- 
fitable diſcourſe. 


X_I1-Mach more was She averle to all 
forts of ſenſuality : ſuch pleaſing of the 

fh 2s corrupteth the mind, and turneth 
t from. holy work and pleaſure ; and ſuch 
vain recreations as waſte precious time,and 
profit not our ſelves or others: Holy 
things were her food and feaſt; her work 
and recreation, 


XIII. Her prudence in all matters, was 
very exemplary ;. being much more a- 
Lainſt. unadvifed . raſhneſs, and actions 
which tend ro Il effects, thin mcſt of us 
of the ſtranger fex: and I confeſs I ſhould 
think much better of my f{zIf if I could 
Equal bir Lereio, In which her acquain- 

| rance 


_ 
PS , 


£255 
rance ' commonly” 'adtmired her; - though 
this'is a point- which all muſt acknowledy 
much imperfection in, » 


XIV.) And her gentleneſs; meekneſ$ 
and edFrineſs of mind and carriage was 
very- amiable to het friends and moſt that 
did convetſe with her: She was 'a great 
adverfary to paſſionate behaviour , whick 
ſurely came from that power of grace; 
which had made love and meeknefs be- 
cohhe 4 nature in hee} ſecihg nd ſach thing 
&6n1d © be elfe expected -mone of her ſex 
and completion, and bodily weak- 
neſles. 


X -V.* She did: nor as the hypocrite, 
give God the fecond place in her” heart 
and Tife,and the Work the firſt, nor put 
off Chriſt with the Teavings of the flelh, 
nor take this World for her beft or herj- 
tape, and the: nexr Vnly for - a reſerye 
when She muſt needs leave this: She ſee- 
med. to prize no hetitage but God, nor to 
fet-much by any tranſitury vanity what- 
ever, 


X V I. She excelled in the earneft defrre. 
of het Childrens goce, 2nd in- rhe care of 
| cheir- 


39]. 
their : well-doing and ſalvation. How of 
hath She deſired me topray | for. them? 
How gladwas She if I would at any time 
but converſe with them, and adviſe them : 
they know better themſelves ( though I 
know much ); how. much She prayed far 
them ? How oftand tenderly She Coun- 
ſclled them ?-,, What Letters of ſerious 
holy Counſel She would write to them ? 
And how like She was to fob, who prayed 
and facrificed. for his Children when they 
were merry and feaſting together, fearing 
I they ſhould forget God and lin againſt 
Im 2 


X VII. This kind of life which I have 
defcribed ' was her calling and trade, and in 
a manner her only buſineſs in, the World : 
It was not now and then in'a good, mogd, 


like a feaſt or recreation; but as She; knew 


that one thing is needful, fo She choſe that 
better part, which never was, nor will. be 
raken from her. She 1a lived as if She had 
but this one thing to mind and: do in the 
World, to pleaie G :d, by obeying him, 
and to cleave to Chriit; and to do good 
- and to be ſaved. Nothing elle ſremed to 
be much in h-r mind, thoughts care and 
buſinets ; berlife tremed to be but 1h-5 0x2 
SEP F thinz. 
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thing. But:T muſt confeſs that- poos and 
tempted Perſons, that are undef many 
worldly wants, croſſes and employments, 
cannot be expected to reach her meaſure 
in this : Though ove thing be their - beſt 
aud portion, they may be toſt with many 
troubleſome cares and . buſineſſes. But 
God gave her both mind, opportunity and 
help to live inas even a courſe of con- 
ſtant holineſs in a Family;. as Monks. can 
pretend to or hope for in tlieir Community 
or ſolitude.Religion was her. very. life, 


XVLILE. In this life She had allo a 
Conſtant peace of , Conſcience , bewailing 
her imperſettions, but. not living in melan- 
choly,, deſpair, hard thoughts of God, 
or an uncomfortable ſort of Religion: 
I have off heard, her ſpeak of her lamen- 
ted weakneſs of Falth, Love and heaven- 
ly deſires and joy, bur never that I re- 
member one doubting word of her own 
ſincerity and ſalvation : But her ordinary 
ſpeech was lamenting that we were all ſo 
weak in our betief of the Word of God, 
and the unſcen world; and what excellent 
Perſons we ſhould be if herein we heda 
ſtronger Faith that were liker unto ſight ; 
e014 how much ic ſhou'd- be the bufine!s 
of 


[32] 
F: all believers, to pray and labor for ah 
Eres powerful belief hereof, as that 

2 whict would ſet all right in us. 


X I X. Her patience under her bodily 
infirmities alſo . was exethplary, * Her 
weakneſs made her ſo lyable to dangerous 
Coughs. while *She was in Loadon aif, 
that by this She was conſtrained to live 
much from home. And moſt of all her 
life She was tormented with a frequent 
head-ach : But in her patience in all this 
She did pofleſs her, Soul; and patience 
furthered. experience, and experience 
hope, and She learnt more the quiet 
fruits of righteouſneſs by being much 
exerciſed herein, , .., 


XX. And as by this She daily, learned 
to dye, fo the expetation and prepara- 
tion for death, was her continual work 
and ſtate. She lived and heard, and prayed, 
and wrote, her Letters to her Children ” 
ar the brink of the Grave, and the Door 
of Eternity., Not that her D ſeaſts did 
feem to us to be very mortal, or threaten 
this ſudden change. Bur ſhe knew the. 
brevity of mans lite, and that Death is 
geady to remove us all and What 
gL.NQs 
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a moment” it is till that certain hour.. 
And as. She lived holily and in peace 
with God and man, ſo She dyed with 
eaſe and little likelyhood of the ordinary 
miſeries of Fear or Pa:n : A little ſoreneſs 
and ſwelling of her Leg, and pain towards 
the Hip, turned to two {wooning fits, and 
in the third or fourth, having been in 


| quiet diſcourſe with her Husband, She 


| as quietly ſunk and dyed away ; defiring 


: 
= 


cthatT ſhould be ſent to pray with her; She 
was dead before I came, without any- 
ſigns of natures ſtriving : And She, had 
ſaid to her Daughter after her former 
firs, She did not think that one. could. 
have dyed ſo eaſily as She had almoſt: 
done. A death thus expected, and thus 
prepared for, is not to be called ſudden ! 
Thus God can make death eaſie to ſome 
of us, that are apt ro over-fear the an- 
tecedent. pain, And now what can be: 
more , ( almoſt ): deſired in this world, 
than ſuch a life and ſuch a death, Our 
dear Friend is at home with Chritit, and 
Gods will, which is Gcocnels and Love. 
it ſelf, is ſo fulfilled ; .even that will 
which muſt diſpoſe of all things, and in- 
which only we. muſt ſees our reſt, 


And 
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. And having deſcribed this true Copy of 
the Text,l may boldly ſpeak of it to ſeye- 
ral ſorts. 


I.'I may again ask' both 2yakers and 
Scorners, Whether the Holy Spirit do not 
aw-ll and work in fuch __ us, as Our 
gear Friend now deceaſed was 


Il. I may ask VUnbelievers and Saddaces, 


Whether theſe operations of the Spirit of | 


God on Believers. be not a ſign that God 
owneth the Goſpel by which he thus 
worketh? And that Chriſt liveth and reign- 
eth, who can thus ſtill ſend a fſanCctifying 
Spirit into Believers Souls? And whether 
tbe not blaſphemy to tliink and ſay, ei- 
ther that theſe excellent endowments of 
Souls are not of God, or that he. giveth 
them all in vain, and that Believers are all 
deceived by God, and labour and hope all 
their days for that which hath no being ; 


and that the berrer God maketh them, the 


more deluded, vain and fruſtrate: he ma- 
keth them, and op and amendeth the 


world by /- [loud 


THI. I mer ack the Pop ſts, with tvhat 
face they Can [ay < iS TREY ute to do, T:5.t 


ty 
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they never heard of a Proteſtaut Saint ? And 
whether we may not be as Religious m the 
places that God hath ſerus in, as if we 
turned Recluſes, Monks or Nuns, and ſhut 
up our {elves from doing any -ocd i in the 


world, 


I V. I may ask the Malignant that call 
all ſerious Godlineſs Hypecrifie, Whether 


| fuch a life as this doth ſavor of diſſtmulati- 


on ? And whether ſuch Serjoujneſs and Hy- 
pocriſie are not contraries, and Hy pocriſie 
be not a Profeſſton without that Slaufrrk 
which is ſincerity 2 And whether rhey that 
in Baptifm ſolemnly vow to take God for 
their God, and Chrift for their Lord and 
Saviour, and the Holy Ghoſt for Chriſts 
Advocate and Witneſs, and their SanCtifier 
and-Comforter, and to renounce the Fleſh, 


the World and the Devil, and when they 


have done, perform none of this which 
they vowed, but live to the Fleſh and 
World which they renounced, and take. a 
holy life as needleſs, yea and hate it; 1 ſay, 
whether thefe be not the impudent Hypo- 
crites that vow and profeſs that holineſs 
which they abhor, rather than they” thar 
with all rheir diligence perform the holy 
Vow which they have made.And if Wives 
pro- 
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promiſe Fidelity to their Husbands, Ser- 
vants to their Maſters, and Subjects to 
their Princes,are they the Hypocrites that 
are Terious and keep their promiſe ? Or 
they that were never ſerious in it, but ſcorn 
the keeping of it ? 


V. And as to thoſe malignant perſons 
that take this ſtrict and;/ferious diligence 
for mens ſouls, ro be bux;/cr»ploſity, or 'the 
charaCter of ſome oUgr-zcalous Bigors Or 
Puritans who are moſtijnclined to Schiſm, 
and. to be troubleſogn: or dangerous: to 
States; Lask'them, iu - 

1. What is then 
which Ihave here Ely given you, which 
18 injurious or dagg rous to Church or 
Stare, or any per{air? t2- Will-it hurc any one 
that God and megrfre ſeriouſly loved? and 
that Gods teſtirhiþpies are truſted and de> 
lighted: it and';@beyed ? and- that Gods 
Kingdom. and-Righteouſhefle is firſt 
ſought ? 

2. Is it not Chriſt, and Chriſtianity, and 
Scripture. that you accuſe 2-If it be ſchiC- 
matical and'dangerous to befertious in per» 
forming what we profels and vow, ſurely 
It is bad in Baptiſm to vow it, and! ſtill by 
calling our felvcs Chriſtians to profels it.? 

| To 


x all the deſcription. 
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Te 3ccuſe, hate and ſcorn the ferious Pra- 
tice of your own profeſt Religion, is to 
be the moſt fooliſh Self condemners, and 
in ſome reſpects worſe than Mahometans, 
Infidels and Heathens, 


VI. But my moſt earneſt deſire is-to 
you the loving Husband, and beloved Chile 
dren of our departed Friend ; thar you. 
will not overlook, 


T. The Corre&:on, 

2, The S:», 

3. The Mercy, | 

4- Or the Daty which God now cal- 
leth you ſeriouſly to conſider. 


(1, ) Inced not perſuade ſuch as are 
rather apt to overmuch ſorrow, not tode- 
ſpiſe this chaſtening of the Lord, but ra- 
ther not to faint under his rebuke, But I 
cannot diſſuade you from-a juſt ſenſe of 
your loſs, we that are your Neighbors 
feel it ; but you much more, to whom it 
is much greater : what Saints in Heaven 
do know of us, or think of us, or do for 
us, we ſhall better know when we are 
there : But here you are deprived of the 
daily prayers which She. ſent up for you ; 

of 
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of the continuance of her loving care of 


your Souls,and watchfulneſs over you; of | 


her wiſe and faithful counſels ro you, and 
of her imitable example; as it was ſtill be- 
fore you ; a Husband of a pious prudent 
helper, and children of a tender affeCtio- 
nate Mother ; your great ſorrows tell me 
you feel your lofs. 


(2,) And all correftzon 1s for fin,which 
is worſe than ſuffering; O fall down be- 
fore God, and with penitent tears bewail 
your fin, which hath cauſed your loſs : 
humbly confeſs how unworthy you were 
of ſuch a Mother, and beg of God to for- 
give that ſin. 


( 3. ) But Mercy alſo as well as Sn 
and Zoſs muſt be acknowledged, Your 
ſorrow muſt give due place to-thankfulneſs 
and comfort, Your Mother is raken from 
you, but remember 


1. What a mercy it was and is to you, 
that you are ſo re/ated to ſuch Parents,ſee- 
-ing God hath promiſed ſpecial mercy to 
the Faithful and their Seed ; and if any of 
you miſs it, it will be through your own 
ingraticude and conrempr. 

2, What 
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- 2, Whata mercy is it that all her pray- 
ers for you are yet in force, and more of 
the anſwer of them may yet be fent you, 
if you reject it not ? 

3. You have yet all her holy counſels 
to remember, and they may profir you 
while you live, 

4. And though She be gone, I hope her 
example wilt never be forgotten by 
you. 

5. And what a mercy 1s it, that under 
all her infirmities, you. enjoyed her 1o 
long ? | 
6. And yet how much greater cauſe of 
thankfulneſs have you, that She fo lived 
and ſo dyed, and that you may think of 
her with comfort as being wich Chrift,and 
hope to be with her for ever, Every one 
hath had a other, but every one had not 
ſach a Mother as you have had. 


( 4.) And I have intimated your Dxty, 
while I have mentioned your Lofs and 
Mercy. 

1; Think over often what Sin ſhe repro- 
ved in you, and what counſel! ſhe gave 
you, and now revive your reſolution to 0+ 
bey it, 

2, Remember what She was wont to 

| pony 
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pray for on your behalf ; and let it nor 
now be long of. your-neglect or wiltulnels, 
that you are without 1t, 

3. Remember her humble, moderare, 
holy example; and think whether your 
Souls have not as much need of the 
greateſt care and diligence. as hers had ? 
And why ſhould not you be as ftudious to 
pleaſe God, and make ſure of Heaven as 
She was? Bleſs God that you have ſuch a 
pattern,that hath ſo long dwelt with you, 
for your imitation,next your imitation of 
Chriſt : Holy ſimplicity is deſpiſed by the 
world, but it will prove the only wiſdom 
at the laſt, 


I have told you what uſe to make of 
the example of our deceaſed Friend; 
Ler me now tell you whar uſe to make 
of the Text which ſhe ſo much loved, 
tranſcribed and choſe. 


I, And firſt here you may learn, the 
nature of true Faith, and ſound Rehigion :; 
Tr taketh Gods teſtimonies and promiſes 


for-our heritage, and for the comfort of | 
our hearts, Ir is not true Faith, unleſs 


we lo truſt Gods promiſes for this life 
and that to come, as to take What be pro- 
miſeth 


| 
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»iſeth for. our beſt and our nheritance, 
and his prozife: tor our beſt ſecurity and 
title, and his 'Law for' our governing 
Rule that we- may obrain ir. 
; So that, 1. Here you ſee how we differ 
from Infs aels, that do not trzſ# their 
everlaſting hopes and happineſs on the 
promiſe of God, 
"2; And how we differ from hypocrites 
who ſpeak beſt of Heaven, but really 
look ſor their beſt on earth; which Chriſt 
calleth [ Truſtivg in their Riches, | be- , 
cauſe that is indeed their truſt, from 
which they have their greateſt expeCta- 
tions, and for which they moſt labour and 
will leave all ; this a. believer doth for 
promiſed happineſs : And this the worldly 
hypocrite doth for the proſperity of the 
fleſh on Earth, 
: 3.And here you fee that faith and god- 
lineſs are not melancholy uncomfortable 
things, as the Devil and the fleſh would 
perſwade unexperienced fools and un- 
believers : Unleſs it be ſad to have ſecurity 
from. God of a Heavenly heritage, and 
rejoice therein. 

And here you ſee the differences be- 
tween the mirth of a fleſhly Infidel.and of 
a believing Saint : One is Iike a drunkard 

that 
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that is-merry: for an. hour+ in! a 'bruitiſh 
kind of befooling pleaſure 5 or-like' one 
that hath a pleaſant dream ; or one that 
heareth a jeaſt or- merry tale, or ſeeth-a 
pretty: Comedy or ſhew : The other is 
more rational-and heart contenting than 
t:ſhould be to\any one of you, to have 
good ſecurity for many. hundred years 
life and health and profperity here -on 
Earth ; ſuch a birth-right do prophane 
fools fell for ſuch a morſel ; not knowing 


that the fear of God cauſed by rrue Faith, 


s the beginning of wiſdom, 


2.” Hence therefore we may learn how 
to try our-fincerity of Faith. Doth it 
make us take Gods promiſe and the thing 


1 


| 


promiſed as our heritage ? Though we . 


are not without temptations to doubting, 
nay nor without the remnants of. unbelief, 
but our: hearts are troubled when we look 
beyond death;''with many fears, yet if 
welo far truſt Gods Word, as reſolvedly 
to take it for that which we will adhere 
to, and lay our chiefeſt hopes upon , we 
have a Faith that will entitle us to the 
promiſed benefits, ) 
Os. But ſome may ſay, I *cannot ſay 
that it is the Rejoicing of my heart. 
| An. 
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" *Anſ.'x;-Can you fay- that you' take it 
for that' in whiclt you place and tek” your 
Joy ,though you'cannort yet attain it? And 
that you prefer not any other pleaſure-m- 
| your eſteem and choice and ſeeking ? If 
ſo; you' ſhew that you truly believe and 
troſt to: the faithfulneſs 'of Gods: Word, 
though yet you reach not what you ſeek. 
Deſire -is the firſt fruit of Faith and Love, 
andholy-joy is the flower and perfection, 

*2;*Cinnot - you ſay that it is this word 
thar maketh you hope that there 1s;:ifor 
man a better life, :and'that you ſhatl-net 
periſh like the beaſts 2 'And that your 
fears and ſorrows*are ſomewhat abated 
by the promiſes of Gad ? 

'2, Cannot you ſay that you perceive a 
pleaſing g00dneſs in the Word of God, 
which maketh ir-welcome and-acceptable 
to You? =>! 

' By | what I haye mentioned, you may 
find, 

'1,”That the. word hath not been in vain 
uhto you, when it hath cauſed ſuch cfſefts. 
| 2: And that -the fame ſpirit is in. you 
which wrote” the Word :. or cte you 

would not love and defire ir, and take it 
for ſuitable food ard pleaſure, yea, your 
heritage 31d joy. 
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3. And you may hence perceive that 
you are not- Without the love of God 
himſelf, though you ſee him not, and have 
not ſuch ſenſible conceptions of him as 
you have of men and things which you 
have ſeen: For if you love truth and 
goodneſs and holineſs in Gods Word, be- 


cauſe it is ſuch, you ſure love beſt the 


greateſt truth, goodneſs and holineſs, and 
that is God. 

4. And hence you may percieve that 
though our nature love not death, and a 
weak Faith will not overcome all fears, 
when we think of coming into an unſeen 
world, yet really you are lovers of Hea- 
ven, in that you are lovers of that which 
conſtituterh Heaven, and -1s its defirable- 
neſs to man ; even holineſs and Gods Love 
and glorious preſence, and our perpetual 
Joy herein, It you defire this, you deſire 
Heaven, though the fear of death do 
make you doubt of ir. 

5. And hence you may find that you 
are not worldly hypocrites : elſe it is not 
Gods Promiſes, and Law that you would 
take for your heritage and joy ; but 
worldly proſperity and fleſhly pleaſure , 
and God and Heaven ſhould have but the 
leavings of the fleſh, for fear of an after 
reckoning at death, 6, And 


\ 
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6. And though your joy be ſmall, you 
may know that it is of the right kind, 
when it is chiefly ſought in Gods Love 
and promiſes ; and you would not let go 
the Word of God, and loſe your part 
in it for all the vanities of this World, 


111. Hence alſo you may learn why 
all true Chriſtians ſo much value the 
Teſtimonies or Word of God? Why 
they ſo much read it, think of it, talk of 
it, and. hear of it; and are loth that Pa- 
piſts ſhould corrupt it, or conceal it in an 
unknown tongue ; or that any ſhould deny 
them the neceflary uſe of it, or filence 
the Miniſters that Preach it to them 2? 
who would willingly be deprived of his 
heritage, or heartrejoicing ? 


I'V. Yea, indeed . hence we ſee, how 
much we ſhonld ſet by it, and aſe it, how 
dear it fhould be to us ? How ſtrictly we 
ſhould obey it 2 Witch what delight we 
ſhould read it and meditate in it 2 How 
diligent we ſhould be to confirm our be - 
tief of it, and how we ſhould ferch our 
| hope. and comfort from.it, inlife and at 
our death 2? 
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: V, And you may fee hence, that it is 
no wonder that the Devil and all his Ser- 
vants in the World are enemies to the 
Word of God, becauſe they are enemies 
to our heritage and Joy : And there are 
few . better ſigns while many pretend to 
be for Chriſt, ro know who are really for 
- Im, and whoare againſt him and his 
greateſt enemies.; than to judge of men 
as they further or hinder ; Love or Hate 
the Word of Godas to its-proper uſe, as 
the heritage and joy of holy ſouls. 


V I. But the chief part of my appli- 
cation is, to commend this wiſe and holy 
choice, and ſolid comfort to you all ; and 
to beſeech you preſently to imitate 
David, and turn away from all inconſiſtegt 
pleaſures. If you live in ſorrow or deceir, 
and die in deſperation, it is not for want 
of an offer from God of better things, 
Have you lived hicherto as thus reſolved ? 
If you have, the Lord confirm you, and 
be ſure ſuch hopes ſhall nor deceive you. 
If you have not, /what', will -you now 
chooſe and do? If you live not to ſome 
end, you live not like men, according ro 
reaſon : If you have choſen what end to 
live for and ſeck, what 1s it ? Conſider,[ 

beſcech 
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beſeech you, of theſe © things following 
before it be too late, 

1. What will you take for your heri- 
rage,or your beſt, if not the future pro- 
mited joyes, and what-will you fake for 
your ſecxrity but Gous Viord ? What 1s 
it that you place your chieteit hopes in ? 
ſhall health, and wealth, -and pleaſure to 
the. fleſh, and honour among men, be ta- 
ken for your terirage? Dare you under 
your hands make a Covenant for theſe 
to quit all your hopes of the life to come? 
if nor, which is it that yon prefer, and 
which would you quit, if one muſt be 
hazarded or loſt > which hath the neareſt 
and higheſt place in your hearts ? which 
ſeek you firſt, and make all other things 
give place to ? OSirs, it is a ſhame to our 
ſtupid hearts, that we have need to be 
ſo oft told by Preachers, that we wwſt aye, 
and that -our fleſh muſt ſhortly lie neg- 
lected in duſt and darkneſs, till the reſur- 
rection, and that we and all the deceitful 
trifles of this World are ready to part 
for ever! Itisa ſhame that we muſt be 
oft told that which every Fool and Child 
at the uſe of reaſon may know, how poor 
and how ſhort an heritage orpleaſure all 
thoſe have, who have no better than this 
World can give them, What 
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What fay you, Will you die in Hope, 
or in Deſpair ? If Unbelief make you 
hope that there is no Hell, yet Hope of 
Zleaven you can have none,unleſs you truſt 
the Word of God ? The light of Nature 
indeed is ſuch a natural Word or Revela- 
tion, as may tel] us much of a future life 
of retribution; but Gods ſupernatural 
revelation is ſo much clearer, that we can- 
nor expect that he will ſee by a leſfer, who 
wilfully rejects a greater light : ſure all 
men. would live for ever if they could, 
and all would be for ever happy: you 
would not ſure die like Dogs,without any 
hope of a better life hereafter, if you 
could have good ſecurity for ſuch hopes ? 
And what better ſecurity is there to be 
found, by mortal men, than [© the Promi- 
fes of God, confirmed by Chriſts Blood and 
Miracles, and by the Seal of his holy Spi= 
Fit, | 

In a word, without all doubt, © Either 
* Heaven muſt be your Heritage , or you 
* mnſt have none that is worthy of a ſerious 
E rhought, ard enough ta keep a man fron 
* wiſhing that he had never been born , or 
© been a Brute,that had not reaſon to know 
_ * rhe matter of his griefs and fears, And 


either Gods Word ſeconding the light of 


«© Nature, 
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© Nature, muſt give you hopes of 4 better 
&« life, or you mult live and dye in meer de- 
*« ſpain ] And ſhall that be your wilful 
choice ? 


2. Conſider kow unvaluable a mercy it 
is, to man, yea, to ſinful miſerable man, 
that God ſhould vouchſafe to give him 
ſuch an everlaſting Heritage, and ſuch ſe- 
curity for ir, and that on the meer thank- 
ful acceptance of. the ſinner, And how 
worthily will they be undone,that by wil- 
ful refuſal are deprived of freely offered 
Felicity ? 


3. And conſider, how ſuitable an Heri- 
tage and Security it is that is offered us, 


and how fit for our joyful acceptance and 
eſteem, 

The thing promiſed is no leſs than end- 
leſs glory with God our Redeemer, and all 
the bleſſed : it is in the world where we 


4% muſt be for ever! It is the perfection of 
_ that which every holy Soul defireth : It is 
our b:ſt, our all; it muſt be that or no- 
thing z that or Hell. 
The Word or Covenant which 1s our 
Truſt, 
1, Is Gods own Word. 
C 4 2. It 
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2, It perfeCteth and ſecondeth natural 

rar and hope. 
. Ir beareth on it ſelf the impreſs of 
God, even his power, wiſdom and love, in | 
wonders, prophecies and grace : It Is ſcal- | 
ed by the blood of Chriſt; by his own 
_ and his Diſciples multitude of miracles; 
and by the git of his ſanctifying 5pirit to 
all true Bclievers to the end: It is confirm« 
ed to our Souls by the experience of the 
power of it, and the bleſlcd effects, and 
this indwelling Spirit,the witneſs of Chriſt; 
.and by the antwer of prayers, by many 
providences, and by the experience. of all 
Believers to this day, 

It is excellently ſuited 'to all our needs; 
to our wants, our dangers, our fears, our 
doubts, yea, and our finful unworthineſs. in 

.the freenelſs of Gods mercy , and-all his 
gifts. 

Indeed man had rather live by ſight, | 
and. would fain know by ſeeing , whither 
Souls go, and what they are, and have andgyy 
do hereafter. But it is not we, but God 
hat i s the Ruler,and fitteſt to chooſe both 
the gift and means, the end and way : If 
we thankfully truſt and improve a pro- 
miſe, we ſhall quickly ſee, and have poſ- 


ſeſſion. Bleſſed be God for the light of 
his 
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his Goſpel, to guide us up to the Jight of 
olory, O that we had hearts to-truſt ir, 
love it, and rejoice in it, as we have yult 
caule, 


4. And is itnot a great mercy of God, 
that he hath herein called -us ro 4a Life of 
happineſs and preſeat joz If he had bid 
us only weep for 1a to the laſt breath, the 
condition had been caſte as for pardon and 
hope of endleſs mercy ; but he hath given 
usa word, which he would have to be the 
rejojcirg of err hearts; and do we not love 
Joy ? or have we any better ? 

I have.not now time, and I much more 
want my ielf ſucha mind and heart as I 
ſhould have, to tell what cauſe of cally 
joy God hath given us in his word and 
Covenants, But this I wil! c&'l you, that 
our want of joy is our daily {in and me, 
as well as our lo and ſattecins ; and a- 
meng all the dilcoveries of :he fin: 
weakneſs of our Faith, Hope and Lov©,cur 
want of rejoycing in the word of provi uc, 
and hope of glory, is not the leis ef O 
what un E8emy 1s death 1n tins refÞ< ct, 
that irending berween it, darkneth and 2 
frightncih vs from our Joys: Burt Cori 
hath conquercd geath,to deliver thofe titat 
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trough fear of it are ſubject to bondage, 
Hebr.2. 74. And though we cry, O mi- 
ierable men, who ſhall deliver us ? we yet 
thank God through Jeſus Chriſt our | 
Lord. 

And I muſt ſecond the teſtimony of our 
deceaſed Friend, in profeſling for your en- 
couragement, my own experience, I have 
?axen Gods Teſtimonies for my Heritage, 
and they have been theſe Fiſty Years, or 
near, the pleaſure of my life, and ſweeter 
tan Honey, and preciouſer than thouſands 
of gold and filver. As we tell men in: 
charity of the things which we have found 
g02d, the Medicines that have healed us, 
2nd eommend the perſons that have been 
friendly to us, and as man's nature is incli- 
ned to propagate the knowledge,and com- 
municate the good which we pastake of, 
and grace increaſeth this inclinationz ſo I 
take it to be my duty, to add herein my 
own experience, if it may contribute to 
the determining of your choice : and rea- 
an reacheth all men to regard that means 
and remedy and good the more , which 

" many have had experience of; and it Is 
Rot to. be taken for vain oftentation , to- 
. profeſs, that which al muſt have in ſome 


gegree that will be layed, , 
Taough 
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_ Though the natural and finful fears of 
pain and death, too long deprived me of 
much of the joy which I ſhould have had 
in the thoughts of the unſeen world, and 
roo much doth ſo to this day, yet I muſt 
ſay that the Word of God, and the axes 
that love and practiſe it, and the holy way 
of life/ and peace, - and all the means and 
things that here ſavor of Heaven, have 
been ſo good and pleaſant to me, as ena- 
bleth me to aſlure you, that on earth there 
is nothing ſo worthy of your deſire -and 
JOY: 

And to encourage you, I will tell yoa 
by my ownexperience, what benefit may 
be expected from this kind of delight, a- 
greeable to Davzas and our Friends expe= 
rience. 

1. By this means my life hath been al- 
moſt a conſtant pleaſure, | 

2. This pleaſure hath much uphe.d me 
under almoſt conſtant bodily infirmity and 

ain, 

3. It hath made all my ſufferings from 
men, and croites in the world, to be tole- 
rable and very eaſie to me; had not Gods 
Word been my delight, I had lived un- 
comfortably, in conitant pains and for- . 
rows, and had periſhed in my trouble. 


4. It 
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4. It hathdaved me from the ſnares of 
—— pleaſures.:. mans vature will ſeek for 
ſome ec \ght, and they that have it not in 
good will,ſcek it in things hurtful and for- 
bidden; its only greater things that can 
Overcome our miitaken choice of lefler, 
In my childhood I was finfully inclined to 
the pleaſure of Romances, and of childiſh 
Sports ; but when I taſted the {weetneſs of 
Gods teitimonies and Wayes, I needed no 
Other, bur {pit out thoſe luſcious. vawhol- 
fom vanities. And though common know=- 
tedge, called Learnins,be pleaſant to inans 
\ Nature, and - _oor : Tay that I have not 
overvalue » JE et I muit ſay, that the 
reliſh of thefs zreater matters,hath made 
me ſee how much of it is van ity,and hath 


faved me from the purſuit of that part of 


x which doth but pleaſe curioſity and fon- 
Cy, and tendeth not to uſe and to greater 
things ;and ſenſual FE I had no need 
of, 

5. It hath by this means made that 
pleaſure which I h2d,ro be ſuch as my rea- 
fon did approve and juitice, whereas If I 
.had ſuught it jn pre ferinent, wealth or 
ſenſulity, a foreſeeing Conſcience wou! 
have afrighted me out of all ity pie - 5g 


and I ſhould haye had more of the pricks 
than 
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than of the Roſe ; 'of the ſting, than of 
the Honey. Of this pleaſure you need 
not fear too much; but of the ſenſual 
pleaſure, we more eaſily catch a- mortal 


ſurfeit, 

6. This ſiveetneſs of Gods Word,hath 
made alſo my callirg and daily labor (weet 
ſo that it had my heart,and not my forced 


_ . hand ard tongue, 


7. And this hath helpt my conſtancy 


herein: For when we have no delight in 


our work, we grow weary ; and {Fcarineſs 
tendeth to give it over, or to do it heart- 


leſly, and flubber it over 1n unacceptable 


hypocriſfie, 

8, And this hath much ſaved me from 
the ſinful loſs of time; pleaſure cauſeth 
trifling and delays; who needeth vain 
paſtimes, that delighteth in Gods Word 
and Work ? 

9. And this hath been to me an excel- 
lent help for the increaſe of knowledge: 
For the myſteries of godlinels have till 
more to be learned-by the wiſeſt man ; 
ard as Boys at School, fo the Scholars of 
Chriſt, learn beſt who have moſt pleaſure 
In their Books. 

10, And this pleaſure hath much con- 
&rined my belief of the truth of Scri- 

pture, 


| [561] 
pture, when it hath born its own witneſs : 
to my mind, and T have taſted that good- | 
neſs which is agreeable to its truth, I 
eaſily believe him that commenderh a 
thing to me, when I taſte or feel that it is 
good. 

Ii. And this pleaſure hath helped me 
againſt vain thoughts and talk, while the 
truths of God were [weet, and ſo contj- 
nually welcome ; it's eaſie to think of 
that wich we delight in; and finful de- 
lights corrupt the thoughts and ſpeech 
with conſtant fin. 

12, And this pleaſure hath ſomewhat 
fed my daily :hankfulneſ7 to God, in the 
conſtant experience of the goodneſs of his 
truth and ways, 

13. And it cured the error of my be- 
ginnings,when I ſtrove for nothing ſo much 
as to weep for ſin, and perceived not that 
the joy of the Lord is our ſtrength , and 
the flower of holineſs, and likeſt to the 
heavenly ſtate z and that the Spirit ſancti- 
fierh, by making God and goodneſs plea- 
fant to us, 

14+ And hereby it made me find, that 
the praiſes of God are the ſweeteſt and 
nobleſt exerciſes of Religion z when be- 
fore I placed more in lamenting fin and 
miſery, x5.And 
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T5, And this maketh many things need- 
eſs to me, that elſe would ſeem needful ; 
I want nor more company ; I want no re- 
creation but for my body ; if I have not 
what I would have, I ſee where only it is 
to be found, 

16. And I am aſſured that the conſtant 
pleaſure of 'my mind, hath not only kept 
me from melancholy, but from greater 
ficknefles, and tended to the lengthning of 
my life ( as Scal:ger ſaith, Fleaſant Studies 
do,) For conſtant pleaſure muſt needs tend 
to health. 

17. And this taſte hath made me long 
for more,and had I nor felt thar it is good 
to draw near to God, and very deſirable 
to know him and his will, I ſhould never 
have ſo earneſtly beg'd for clearer light, 
and more near and ſweet communion with 
ay ; pleaſure is the cauſe of ſtrong de- 

re. 

18, It hath been one of my greateſt 
helps againſt many temptations, of ſubtile 
enemies that tempt men to fadduciſm and 
doubt of the life to come. | 

19. It hath made me more communi-- 
cative to others, for we would all have 


partakers in our delights. 


20, Ard it hath greatly furchered my 
Repen- 
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Is Repentance and hatred of fin, whenT 


have taſted what pleaſure it depriveth us 
of ; and the abhorrence_ and loathing of 
my ſelf ' that can delight in ſuch a God 
and Saviour, and word no more: when I 
tait how good itis, and ſee ſo much reaſon 
to rejoice in it, and the hopes of glory a 
thouſand fold more than I do, none of all 
the actual ſins of my life, do make me 
half ſo much loath my naughty hearr, as 
to think that my want of greater joy in 
ſo great and neara good, doth ſhew ſo 
much weakneſs in my Faith, and Hope, 
and Love! O thatT had more Faith and 
Loyethat I might have more of this de- 
light! 

HearetsTI lnave ſincerely told you what 
com{'ort you inay haveif you will not re- 
fuſe it from the Word of God, and from 
the experience of David, and ( becauſe 
things near are apteſt to affect ) from the 
experience. of our deceaſed friend, and 
of my ſelf, and indeed of all Gods Ser- 
'vants In their degree; you would live in 
Joy; You would dye in joy; we need it in 
a life of ſo much trouble, and for a 
change that elſe is terrible; and its ſure 
and near, OSirs wc need another kind 
of comfort, than ſport or appetite, or 
wealth, 
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,wealch,. or any. ſuch--fading vanity-:/will 


give us, you may have ſome of it , if 
you will. Ard though: Joy be the top. of 
grace which we arrive not at with a wiſh, 


nor inan'hour, yetthe nature of the new 


creature reliſherh or fvourethithe. things 


of the Spirit, Rom. ;8;, 5,6, 7. And'the 


Spirit of Adoption is a Spirit of filial 
Love, and'cryeth Avba Father, and. the 


.Leve of God the Father, the Grace of 
.the Son, and the Communion of the Holy 
7 Spirit ,, Which are;the believers part, are 
all of them the greateſt comforters ;, and 
Chriſt giveth believers that ſeek and truft 

him, that ſpring of living waters, which 


tendeth to everlaſting ſatisfaCtion, and 


- cureth indigear and.ſinful thirſt. 


Will, yoa then have any portion, heri- 


tage and joy which will be worthy of a 


man, and ſhall go further with you than 
the grave ?.If you will you- may : God 


, and this Congregation are witneſles that 
, It was offered you,. But . think not to re- 


fuſe it, and. prefer the tranſitory pleaſures 


of fin before it,and at laſt have ir,&find that 


which you received, or which you ſought 
not fitſt, a7.6.33.nor to find a treaſure in 
Heaven where you never laid it up or 


fought it, The, hopes of the. wicked 


periſh, 


[60] 
periſh, and the bypocrites hopes are as 
the giving up of 'the ghoſt: But the 
Tighteons. hath hope in his death, and- 
therefore may dye in peace and * joy,, 
Job 8, 13,714. and 11. 20, Pro, 11.7, 
and 14. 32. 

Perhaps ſome will fay, that ſuch a dif- 
courſe of rejoycing is unſuitable to the 
mourning of a Funera). I think not of 
ſuch a Funeral, in which we commemo- 
rate the Holy Life and Death, and be- 
lieve the preſent and everlaſting joy of 
ſuch a Friend, and one with whom we 
have long joyned in ſeeking and waiting 
for that felicity, and hope ere long and 
for ever to rejoyce with Chriſt and her, 


- and all the bleſſed, And Funeral Sermons 


are not for the benefit ( though for the 
due honour ) of the dead, but of the 


living, to teach us all to. prepare for | 


death, which indeed is fo much of the 
buſineſs of our whole life, that all the 
reſt is but a vain fhew, and fooliſh trifling 
or much worſe. And wherein doth our 
preparation for death ſo mach conſiſt, as 
forefeeing what fo. great a change will 
need, and what a-tryal it will put our 
Faith and Hope to, to ſeek and get ſuch 
ſecurity for our eyerlaſting ſtate, —— 
ound 
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ſound belief of ir, and ſetled content and 
comfort in it, which the fears of death, 
Judgment, and Hell, may not ſhake or 
overcome, that ſo we may finiſh our 
conrſe with joy, and -pafs through the 
Valley of the ſhadow of death, and fear 
no evil, but may comfort one another 


-and our ſelves with this, that we ſhall for 


ever be with the Lord; and may ſay 
with Paxl, 1 have fought a good fight, I 
have finifhed my conrſe; henceforth is 
laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
which God the righteous judge will give, 
to me and to all that love -Chriſts appea- 
rance ; when he ſhall come to be glort- 
fied in his Saints, and admired in all theme 
that do betieve, and fhall ſay, wel! done 
good and Faithful Servant, Enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord, 

Woe and for ever woe to every ſoul 
of you, that ſhall finally reject or negle&t 
the offer of ſuch an heritage and joy ! 
And bleſſed be that grace which hath 
cauſed a} true believers to prefer it in 
their higheſt eſteem and choice and ſee- 
king, I have lookt about to ſee if there 
were any better and fſurer to be had: 
and I am fully fatisfied it muſt be thigor 
none, I ofter you but what God hath 
cauſed 
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; cauſed, me and all thar he will ſaye. to 
chooſe ;z and Lord grant that I may never 


look back toany other ; let the Love. of 
God my Heavenly Father, the grace of 
Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, and the joy of: the 


ſanCtifying, Spirit, ſealing up the promiſe 
of God as my ſecurity, and writing his 
Law and Goſpel in my heart, be my heri- 
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tage and joy ; and I ſhall neyer envy the ; 


moſt proſperous {ſinner their portion in 


this life, but ſhall live and dye in the 
thankful praiſe of the God of my falva- 


tion, who is Eſſential, Infinite, foyful Love. | 


Amen, Amen, 
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fl dold by John Hancock, at the 
6 S791 c the Three Fibles it Popes- 
e | Head Alley zz Cornhil. 
S 


Heological Treatiſes, being 8 Theſes 
p'1] of Divinity. 
1 Production of Man's Soul. 
: Divine Fredeſtinotion. 
The true Church Regiment, 
, | Predictions of Methas. 
Chriſts two Genealogies. 
The Revelation Revealed, 
Chriſt's Millenar Reign. 
The Worlds Diflolution. By Rob.Yilvain, 


An Epitom of Eflays, containing 6 Claſſes, 


C1, Theologicals, 
2. Hiſtoricals. 
of 23 Heterogeneals. 
+ 4. Bruto- Arglicals, 
| 5. Miſcellancais, 
6, Mutunatitials, 


Beſide a Fardel of 96 Fragments, By 
Robert Vilvain, 


Bocks Printed for , and are tobe 
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'*_ _ Books Sold by John Hancock. 

Twelve Books lately publiſhed by Mr. 
Tho, Brooks, Tate Preacher of the Goſpel 
at Margarates New- Fiſh-Street. 

I. Precious Remedies againſt Satans 
Devices, or Salve for Believers and Un- 
believers Sores : being a Companion for 
thoſe that are in Chriſt, or out of Chriſt, 

2, Heaven on Earth : Or. ſerious Diſ- 
courſe touching a Well-Grounded Aſſu- 
rance of Mans Everlaſting Happineſs. 

3. The unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, 
held forth in 22 Sermons. 

4. Apples of Gold for Young Men and 
Women, or the Happineſs of being good 
betimes, 

5. A String of Pearls: Or the beſt 
things reſerved till laſt. 

6. The Mute Chriſtian under the Smar- 
ting Rod, with Sovereign Antidotes a- 
gainſt the moſt miſerable Engines. 


.7. An Ark forall Gods Noahs in a ftor- x 


my Day. 

8. The Crown and Glory of Chri- 
ſtianity, in 48 Sermons on Heb. 12. 14. 

9, The Þrivy Key of Heaven: Ora 
Diſcourſe of Cloſer-Prayer, 

Io: An Heavenly Cordial for ſuch as 
have had or eſcaped the Plague, 

II, A Cabinet of choice Jewels, or a 
Box 


Books Sold by John Hancock. 
Box of precious Oyntment. Containing 
ſpecial Maxims, Rules, and DireCtions, in 
order to the clearing up of Mans Intereſt 
| in Chriſt, and his Title to all the Glory of 
another World, 

12. Londous Lamentations, 

The Godly Mans Ark, in ſeveral Ser- 
mons. To which is added Mrs, AZoor's 
Evidences for Heaven,By EdmundCalamy, 
B. D. at Aldermanbary, 

Chriſts Communion with his Church 
Militant, By NV:cholas Dock yer. 

Sin the Plague of Plagues, By Ra!ph 
Venning. 

A true Narrative of thoſe two never 
to be forgotten Deliverances, One from 
the Spaniſh Invaſion in 88, the other from 
the Helliſh Powder-plot, Nov. 5, 1605, 
To which is newly added a brief Account 
of the late Horrid Plot diſcovered, 1678. 
By Mr, Sam, Clark: 

The Accurate Accomptant, or London 
Merchant ; Being Initructions for keeping 
Merchants Accompts. By Thomas Brown 
| Accomprtant, 

f Short Writing, the moſt Eafie. Exact, 

Linea] and Speedy Method that hath ever 
yet been obtained, as thouſands in this 
City and elſe Where, can from their own 
Expe- 
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Books Sold by J Th Hatcock * 


calf. 

Alſo a Book called a Schoolmaſter to it, 
explaining all the Rules thereof, 

A Word of Advice to Saints,or a choice 
drop of Honey from the Rock Chriſt.” ' 
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experience reftifie, By Throphjhns Mer-' 


A Copy-Book of the*neweſt and moſt 


uſeful Hands, with direCions for Spelling 


and Ciphering, 

' Bridges Remains, being eight choice 
Sermons. By the late Reverend Mr. Wil- 
liam Briage of Y. armonth. | 

A Diſſvaſive from Conformity to" the 
World. ' Alſo God's ſeverity againſt im- 
penitent Sinners. By Henry Strzbbes Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel. 

" Venning's Remains, being the ſubſtance 
of many Sermons, by Mr: Ralph YVenning ; 
prepared by himſelf for rhe Preſs a little 
before his/death. 

The Poor Mar” $ Family-Book. By 
Richard Baxter, 

| Luther's 3 4 ſpecial and choice Sermons 


Goſpe-tove, Heart-piirity ', ' and "the. 


flouriſhing of the Righreous,being the laſt 
Sermons of that Wre eminenr Divine Mr. 
7oſeps Cz: 4 &y/ A 
"Ar excellent te ggiy by lite Re- 
Vereud Mr, Fo w2i ah Burr Ss 
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